
 

Nii Simmonds  
 

Nii is recognized as an expert in digital 

transformation, advanced manufacturing, 

semiconductor supplier development, and 

private sector development. Nii has experience 

working, consulting, and advising Fortune 500 

companies in doing business in emerging and 

frontier markets. His extensive background 

includes positions in corporate America where 

he focused on financial planning and analysis, 

operations, and competitive strategy, as well as 

roles at the World Bank Group and the African Development Bank. Over the 

course of his career, Nii has served as a fellow and advisor for numerous think 

tanks, both current and former, including the Atlantic Council, Center for Global 

Development (CGD), The RSA (UK), New America, Global Governance Institute 

(GGI), and the World Economic Forum (WEF). 

 

Specializations: 

- Digital Infrastructure & Emerging Technology Policy 
- Semiconductor & Advanced Manufacturing Ecosystems 
- Diaspora Engagement & Development Finance 
- Strategic Foresight & Innovation Policy 
- Critical Minerals Strategy 
- Tech & Manufacturing Sovereignty 
 
 
Past and Current Affiliations: 

- Visiting Fellow, New America 

- Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Global Governance Institute (Brussels) 

- Former Advisor and Nonresident Fellow, Atlantic Council & Center for Global 

 Development (CGD) 

- TED Fellow, RSA Fellow (UK) 

- Contributor, Project Syndicate, World Economic Forum, Alan Turing Institute 

 

Featured Thought Leadership & Publications: 

- Project Syndicate – “The Quest for Tech and Manufacturing Sovereignty” 

- World Economic Forum – “Why Africa Could Provide the Next Semiconductor 

Ecosystem” 

- Alan Turing Institute (CETAS) – “Mitigating Supply Chain Threats” 

- Atlantic Council – “Digital services for e-government: opportunities for a future 

2.5 billion African demographic market” 

 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/tech-sovereignty-cannot-be-achieved-in-isolation-by-nii-simmonds-2025-07
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/07/why-africa-could-provide-the-next-semiconductor-ecosystem-for-the-chip-business/
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/07/why-africa-could-provide-the-next-semiconductor-ecosystem-for-the-chip-business/
https://cetas.turing.ac.uk/about/authors/nii-simmonds
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/digital-services-for-e-government-opportunities-for-a-future-2-5-billion-african-demographic-market/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/in-depth-research-reports/report/digital-services-for-e-government-opportunities-for-a-future-2-5-billion-african-demographic-market/


 

Recent Panels & Keynotes: 

- Global Africa Summit (Washington DC, October 15 2025) 
- The End of Aid? Rethinking Development and Economic Resilience 

(Washington, 2025) 
- Africa – U.S. Forum (Washington DC, 2024) 
- VOICE & AI Conference (Washington DC, 2024) 
- Amazon In The City × BEYA (Washington DC, 2023) 
- Africa’s Future Series: Technology, Innovation & the Digital Economy 

(Washington DC, 2023) 
- AI Expo Africa (Johannesburg, 2021) 
- Impact Investing Leaders Forum (London, 2019) 
- One World – No Hunger (Berlin, 2017) 
- African Diaspora Trade Forum (Washington DC, 2015) 

 

Video: 

- Voice of America Critical and Rare Minerals Supply Chains 
- Voice of America African Innovation and Research Opportunities 
- Yale GeoTech Initiative, Africa's Role in Semiconductor Strategy 
- Digital Frontiers: The Role of Emerging Technologies and their Impact on the 

African Continent 

 

Contact: 

Press & Speaking Inquiries: 

Email: niisimmonds@gmail.com 

Website: www.niisimmonds.com 

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/niisimmonds 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0I6h4ivMeSg&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-4p6VGLn-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dd0TQPEPKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGiCFGBMUu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGiCFGBMUu0
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